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positively unable to receive a proposition merely because
it is authoritatively delivered.
Such are some of the difficulties of Christian belief.
We conclude that though it is always easy for thoughtless
men to be orthodox, yet to grasp with any strong
practical apprehension the theology of Christ is a tiling
as hard as to practise his moral law. Yet if he meant
anything by his constant denunciation of hypocrites, there
is nothing which he would have visited with sterner cen-
sure than that short cut to belief which many persons
take when, overwhelmed with the difficulties which beset
their minds, and afraid of damnation, they suddenly
resolve to strive no longer, but, giving their minds a
holiday, to rest content with saying that they believe and
acting as if they did. A melancholy end of Christianity
indeed ! Can there be such a disfranchised pauper class
among the citizens of the New Jerusalem ?
But when it is once acknowledged that to attain a full
and firm belief in Christ's theology is hard, then it follows
at once that a man may be a Christian without it. It
has been shown that the first of all requirements made
from the earliest Christians was faith, a loyal and free
confidence in Christ. This was what made the difference
between them and the careless crowd or the hostile
Pharisee—that to them Christ was a beloved Master and
friend. But this faith, if they had it but as a grain of
mustard-seed, must have assured them that it was not in
his character to exact of them what it was beyond their
power to render, and to expect them at once to grasp
truths which it might well take them all their lives to
learn. And did he as a matter of fact do so ? Do we
find him frequently examining his followers in their creed,

